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Materials

Cutting willows near
Cath Hill, Somerset
an a bed owred by
PH Coate & Son.
January 1258
Phata: Rl Whittick




F.'\rurll:- grass gromving, on hi lside
in Andalucia, S|ul1_ '8

Maria Raimsorda Pinna using, fine
rush e weave a shallow bowl, San
Wers Milis, Sardinia, 2003

2

Bundle of dried eapari grass, Andalucia Npuiu

Almost all basketry has been creared by weaving
]1"-'1“'. i‘ll]m., Lis) '.I'l.t nalura”}-‘-{:u:.'ﬂ_'urrllrll:__f'
vegetation might be expected to be the major
determinant  of rthe marerials originally
employed in different regions, These materials
need o be pliable o permit any of the basic
forms of weaving., They also need o have
strength appropriate to the article being made,
and preferably to grow as straight  pieces
sufficiently long to aveid excessive joining,
Wl'lll';.l'l |::|U[|-| 31']{”‘\'3: ll'“: “'1'lrl'i. Fr{:r_‘t_‘sx a.n-r] rn:i:.-'
weaken the article.

Some  marerials  conform  well w these
ﬂ:l:lLl.il'ClTll:l'lL‘i I||'|. ll'lﬁ;ll TH.".LI.FH.I r""TI. Tl'll.l.h'. LI
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almost srraighr, with a diameter berween 2-
20mm though normally less in cooler climates,
and are extremely supple and pliable when
green or after appropriate soaking
of dried marerial. Some Creepers,
such as cane from SE Asia, clematis
in Europe, and certain tree roots
[Firll:., spnlr.'n:}l are cven Iere
exireme h'il'll'.'ﬂ ll'":'}" TI'.Iﬂ"r" pr{:u:]ucl:
much longer lengths of more or less
uniform  diameter,  although,
because of their greater flexibilicy,
they do not hold a shape as well as
Willﬂ\". h‘i:ll]_'f' l'.'l‘[‘l“.'l I'I'Iil“:'f.liil..‘i ITI;.I:r'
appear less suirable ar firse sigh,
but by appropriate manipulation
can be made to conform. Thus,
individual stems which are too fAine,
short and weak, like LEASE OF S[EaW,
may be combined rogether by
binding or plaiting w  form
c-nrll‘llnunlls I:ngt]'-s ﬂl'ld tI'II:I'I
WOETT. .At l‘|‘|t Dtlltr cxtreme,



Lelt "Cane” before splitting, Salla
Photo: Geraldine lones

branches or trunks of trees which obviously have length and strength may be
successively splic longitudinally wntil the picces acquire the necessary pliabilicy for
'r'n"."-'l.\'lll'tg. r|-|'“." ‘-Fl;iil]‘lg ma}r |::IL" I'll':]]'!ll':d ]T}r .'in:}.'LLL-InF. I]{!II!“.HH., 0Or d.'l—:r' I‘:L':n-lng.

Climaric regions
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Pyrenees were covered with ice masses several rimes. This period gradually ended some
15,000-7.000 vears ago. During these first post-glacial millennia, the path of the moisc
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Arlantic winds shifred
northwards with the
result thar the rainfall
which previously
watered north Afnica
and  southwest  Asia
was now deposited in
central Europe. This
roughly coincides
with the start of the
Nt(}li.ll'l;l{.' ora lll'ld.
hence the  earliest
evidence for basketry
in Europe, Since thar
time the pattern of
climates  has  been
very broadly as we see

it today.

FIIT."I'.' 0r !ii:l: H.gi:(}l'lﬂ.l

Lypes may by
distinguished according to rainfall regimes and winter temperarure’,
. The maritime or oceanic cvpe of the Brigsh Tsles, and a coastal bele from Morway
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. The arctic of the northern coastlines
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» Mediterranean with hor dry summers and light winter rains
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Mediterranean cane {Anunde
dionax] grosing wild near
Mijar, Andalucia, 998

Asphwnde] plant growing wild in
Sanddinia, MEE2

Left: Lidded bowl using, dried
asphode] stems Be dilch binel the
codls, Bosa, Sardinia



